
 
February 19, 2026  

 

Maria Lafevre  

Executive Director  

Office of the Under Secretary for Policy 

U.S. Department of Transportation   

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Ms. Lefevre,  

 

I am writing in support of the Allegan County Road Commission’s FY 2026 Better Utilizing Investments 

to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application for its Protecting Lake Michigan's Shoreline 
Communities: Reconnecting Lakeshore Drive Project. Allegan County is seeking federal funding to 

construct a critical replacement road for Saugatuck Township, where the existing roadway is inaccessible, 

even for emergency services, and is severely impacted by coastal erosion.  

  

Since the major washout of Lakeshore Drive in 1988, north–south access for residents has been disrupted, 

and emergency response access to certain areas has been limited. The proposed inland road will reconnect 

126th and 130th Avenues within the township and restore reliable connectivity. 

 

The total project cost is $9,200,000, including a federal BUILD grant request of $7,400,000, and a 20 

percent non-federal match of $1,800,000 supported through Michigan state funding and local 

contributions from the Allegan County Road Commission and Saugatuck Township.  

  

This project will help ensure safe and reliable access for residents, visitors, and emergency services while 

improving overall transportation resiliency. The design also includes a parallel, separated non-motorized 

path to accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists, and enhance safety and travel experience for families and 

recreational users.  

 

I respectfully ask that you give the Allegan County Road Commission’s application full and fair 

consideration. 

  
Sincerely,   

  

  

U.S. Senator Elissa Slotkin 


