SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP
COUNTY OF ALLEGAN STATE
OF MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-02

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RECONNECTING LAKESHORE DRIVE PROJECT AND
COMMITMENT OF LOCAL FUNDS

WHEREAS, coastal erosion poses a significant threat to Lakeshore Drive, a critical two-mile public
roadway situated atop a 60-foot-high bluff on Lake Michigan in Saugatuck Township that serves as the sole
means of access for many homes and businesses in Saugatuck Township; and

WHEREAS, since a major washout in 1988 eliminated north-south access on Lakeshore Drive, residents,
visitors, and emergency services have experienced disruptions, with future road closures posing a risk of
complete access loss unless mitigation measures are taken; and

WHERIEAS, the Allegan County Road Commission (ACRC), in partnership with Saugatuck Township,
completed a feasibility study in 2022 concluding that future risk to Lakeshore Drive is imminent, and a
viable mitigation alternative would be to relocate the roadway inland; and

WHEREAS, in 2023, the ACRC, in partnership with Saugatuck Township, completed a second feasibility
study to determine design parameters for a new road and develop preliminary design drawings for the
selected route; and

WHEREAS, the ACRC and the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission (WMRPC) are submitting
an application to the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development {BUILD) Program to support
the Protecting Lake Michigan's Shoreline Connmunities: Reconnecting Lakeshore Drive Project, which
proposes constructing a new inland road to benefit the Lake Michigan coastal community in Saugatuck
Township; and

WHEREAS, the total project cost is $9,200,000, with a federal RAISE grant request of $7,400,000, and a
20% match of $1,800,000 through Michigan state funding and/or local funding options from the ACRC and
Saugatuck Township;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Saugatuck Township Board of Trustees do hereby commit
to provide local matching funds in support of the Allegan County Road Commission’s BUILD application

for the Protecting Lake Michigan's Shoreline Communities: Reconnecting Lakeshore Drive Project in the
amount of $250,000.

AVES: Osneny Helmrech, Albeich, B;&\Qr&.

NAYES:
ABSENT: man

ADOPTED THIS 11 DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2026

Signed: W

Cindy Oml‘fﬁn‘,‘fowﬁship Clerk




CERTIFICATION

I, Cindy Osman, the duly elected Clerk of Saugatuck Township do hereby certify the foregoing is
a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Saugatuck Township Board of Trustees at a
regular meeting held February 11, 2026, in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 267 of the
Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. The minutes of the meeting were kept and will be or have
been made available as required by said Act.

Signed: [7

Cindy Omtaﬂ,%wnship Clerk




