
 

 

February 12, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sean Duffy, Secretary    
United States Department of Transportation     
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.     
Washington, D.C. 20590    
  
Dear Secretary Duffy,    
  
I am writing to express my strong support of Allegan County Road Commission’s application for 
funding from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) grant program for their “Protecting Lake Michigan's Shoreline Communities: 
Reconnecting Lakeshore Drive” project. The Allegan County Road Commission (ACRC) is 
requesting $7,400,000 to support construction of a critical replacement road for the Lake Michigan 
coastal community of Saugatuck Township, where the existing roadway is continuously impacted by 
severe coastal erosion.   
  
Since a major washout of Lakeshore Drive in 1988, which eliminated north–south access, residents, 
visitors, and emergency services have faced recurring disruptions from ongoing erosion and roadway 
failures. The proposed inland road will reconnect 126th Avenue and 130th Avenue (Wiley Road), 
within Saugatuck Township. The total project cost is $9,200,000, with a federal BUILD grant request 
of $7,400,000, and a 20% non-federal match of $1,800,000 through Michigan state funding and local 
contributions from ACRC and Saugatuck Township.   
  
The project will be developed to align with federal priorities for safety, infrastructure resilience, and 
quality of life, while addressing the long-term threat of coastal erosion to this community. The goal 
of this project is to maintain and improve connection and safe access for residents along Lakeshore 
Drive using a design that emphasizes safety, resident quality of life, connectivity, and non-motorized 
accessibility. The new road will include a parallel, separated non-motorized path to accommodate 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic and provide an improved travel experience for families.  
    
This project will have significant local impact, and I ask that Allegan County Road Commission’s 
application for BUILD grant funding receive appropriate consideration.  If I may be of 
any additional assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me, or my Federal Grants Director Elise 
Lancaster at (313) 505-5615.  Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.           
     

Sincerely,    

 M 
Gary C. Peters 

United States Senator   


