MICHIGAN
INFRASTRUCTURE
OFFICE

February 13, 2026

Secretary Sean Duffy

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.

Washington, DC 20590
BUILDgrants@dot.gov

RE: Support for Allegan County Road Commission Application for the FY 2026 BUILD Grant Program

Dear Secretary Duffy,

On behalf of the Michigan Infrastructure Office (MIO), | am writing to express my support for the
Allegan County Road Commission’s Reconnecting Lakeshore Drive project application for funding
through the U.S. Department of Transportation FY 2026 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) competitive grant program. Allegan County is seeking BUILD funding
to construct a crucial replacement road for Lakeshore Drive which continues to fail due to
ongoing erosion along Lake Michigan. The erosion has led to significant loss of access to
businesses and homes along the route.

The MIO was established to ensure that federal resources sent to Michigan are used efficiently
and effectively in service of repairing, strengthening, and modernizing Michigan’s Infrastructure
to leverage development. The proposal from Allegan County strongly supports this mission
by replacing critical infrastructure that if left to deteriorate would result in limited or no access
for area businesses and homes. The total project cost is $9,400,000.00. The federal BUILD
request is $7,600,000.00. Allegan County will match $800,000.00 from local funds. The Michigan
Infrastructure Office Technical Assistance Center (MIO TAC) is committed to providing a match
reservation of $1,000,000.00 to support this project application.

This project will construct a replacement road for Lakeshore Drive from 126th Avenue to
130th Avenue (Wiley Road) as a managed retreat to mitigate for the current and future failure of
Lakeshore Drive due to continued erosion along Lake Michigan. Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes and Energy Coastal Management grants have supported the road
study, preliminary engineering and assessment, and have determined that total access could be
lost without this project. The proposed designs will lead to maximum resilience. The project will
increase transportation sustainability and improve non-motorized accessibility and connectivity
for this important connector in an area of rural Michigan that has not won significant funding.
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| respectfully request that the USDOT give full and fair consideration to the Allegan County Road
Commission’s 2026 BUILD application.

Sincerely,

Ancatan A. 5’7“?,

Kristin Brady

Director

Michigan Infrastructure Office
Technical Assistance Center

3032 W. Grand Blvd, Cadillac Place
Detroit, Michigan 48202



